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recommendations. In the middle of the day we stopped to refresh ourselves and our horses at the village, riding up to the house to which the guide directed us, generally that of the podesta or curate. In the evening we did the same, and had everything the houses or villages could afford produced for us. It consisted sometimes of a little mutton, oftener of cheese, milk, bread, wine, and excellent water. The good air and water are the things on which they seem most to pride themselves. They never fail to tell how much better these are here than in the towns or lower parts of the island. Their greatest want is corn; very little grain is produced in the mountains; but the villages of the interior parts have all, in the plains upon the coast, twenty-five and thirty miles off, properties which they descend to cultivate. They also visit these possessions for the harvest, and return with the produce to the mountains to pass the summer. It is impossible to give a greater proof of the scarcity of population. This want of hands, together with the natural indolence of the inhabitants, is the great cause of the island's being so unproductive. It remains to be tried what effect peace and security will have in remedying these evils. The ease of Corsican manners is remarkable. In the most remote parts of the mountains Ve never saw them the least disconcerted; they conversed with us with the same ease as they did with one another,
It was thought that an enemy landing in the Gulf of Valinco might attempt to penetrate to Corte by this route. I was therefore anxious to examine it. I am now convinced that such an attempt could not succeed. The country in general is extremely difficult, but, every hero and there, there are places where a very small number of men could stop any force whatever. The same difficulties occur for any movement towards Ajaccio from Valinco. Upon the whole, I am convinced that an enemy wishing to make a serious attempt upon Corsica would choose the bay of Ajaccio or St. Fiorenzo as their place of debarkation, perhaps both. A square redoubt is being erected near Ajaccio on Point whose mother wasppointments at the
